
AP U.S. (Comparative) Government Summer 

Assignment 

Due: August 24 (A) or August 25 (B) 

Welcome to AP Government and Politics! This course is an introductory political science 

course, which includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and 

politics and a focus on examining specific case studies/examples.  You will gain a working familiarity 

with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. government and politics 

and become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various 

behaviors and outcomes in the governmental and political spheres.  

To prepare for the AP U.S. Government and Politics course of study, you will be required to 

read several seminal documents, which address concepts that we will examine to gain an analytical 

perspective on government and politics in the United States.  The summer reading assignments will 

help you to understand the doctrines and historical background of the Constitution; key principles, 

such as federalism and separation of powers; the ideological and philosophical underpinnings of 

American government and theories informing interpretations of the Constitution including 

democratic theory, republicanism, pluralism, and elitism.1 

On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions in complete sentences. This 

assignment is to be handwritten and NOT TYPED. Please write legibly, if I cannot read your 

writing, you will not receive credit for your responses. 

Please go to Lcps.org/Woodgrove and look for the link on the left side entitled “summer 2017 

Assignments” to access the links. The assignment is also in Loudoun Vision, please click on Summer 

Assignment 2017 to access documents. 

Summer Assignment #1 

Articles of Confederation 

Readings: Please complete the following reading(s) and address the questions in complete 

sentences in your own words.  

1. What were the Articles of Confederation? 

2. List the powers the Congress had under the Articles. 

3. What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation? 

Summer Assignment #2 

Federalist #10 

1. According to Madison, what conditions have historically plagued “popular governments?” 
2. Describe the two methods of removing the causes of factions 

3. Describe Madison’s position on these two methods. 

4. What is the most common cause of faction? 

5. Is the “republican principle” more effective in controlling the effects of a minority faction or 

a majority faction?  Explain 

6. Why is a large republic more likely to control the effects of a faction than a small republic? 

                                                           
1http://www.teaneckschools.org/cms/lib2/NJ01001582/Centricity/domain/56/16_summer_reading/hs_social_studies
/AP_%20Government_and_Politics_Summer_Assignment_2016.pdf 

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/btt/celebratingfreedom/pdfs/040.PDF
http://www.constitution.org/fed/federa10.htm
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Summer Assignment #3 

Brutus #1 

1. Which form of government (a large national republic or a confederation of small republics) 

is more likely to preserve and protect personal liberties and why? 

 

2. Can a larger republic, based on the principle of consent of the governed, sufficiently protect 

the rights and liberties of the individual states and people, or is a confederation the only 

method of securing such liberty? 

 

 

3. Should the federal legislature be able to repeal state laws in order to impose federal laws for 

promoting the general welfare or common defense of the nation? If so, why? If not, why? 

 

4. Brutus argues that in a republic, “the manners, sentiments, and interests of the people 

should be similar…if not, there will be a constant clashing of opinions and the 

representatives of one part will be constantly striving against the other. “Should a republic be 

made up of a small group of like-minded people? On the other hand, is diversity of opinion 

beneficial to the success of a federal government? 

Summer Assignment #4 

Federalist Paper #51 

1. What are the primary means by which we can prevent one department of government from 

concentrating too much power over the other departments? 

2. According to James Madison, what is the nature of man and government? 

3. Since in republican government the legislature dominates, what can be done to limit the 

power of the legislature? 

4. What are the institutional and sociological instruments (ways) to control competing interests 

to maximize the common good? 

Summer Assignment #5 

Federalist 78 

1. Why does Hamilton argue that the judiciary is the “least dangerous” of the three branches of 

government?  

2. What is Hamilton’s view regarding the concept of judicial review? What evidence from the 

reading do you have to support his view?  

3. Does Hamilton support life tenure for judges? If so, why?  

4. Why does Hamilton consider the independence of the judiciary to be vital component of 

constitutional government?  

5. What are the necessary qualifications of judges? 

https://docs-of-freedom.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/attachment/440/Brutus_No_1_Excerpts_Annotated_Proof_3__1_.pdf
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=10&page=transcript
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/btt/celebratingfreedom/pdfs/327.pdf

